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Sophie Who? 



What about you? 



What about your donors? 



 
 

Whether your donor’s focus 
has been on her or his  

life’s work  



Serving as a 

Volunteer  



Been grounded in  

Faith 



Or belief in a 

Higher Power 



Whether they have focused on  

Family  



However “family”  
might be defined  



Everyone  wants to know and to  
tell others  

My Life Mattered! 



Research shows that . . . 

“75 of the population are actively motivated  

 

to die with positive net worth and to leave 

 

something behind for future generations.” 

 
Everything Research Can Tell Us About Legacy Giving in 2018, Blog Post, May 23, 2018, Ashley Rowthorn, 
Director at Legacy Voice 



What’s more . . . 

“Stories and story telling is proven  

 

to be an  

 

effective technique in legacy fundraising.” 

 
Everything Research Can Tell Us About Legacy Giving in 2018, Blog Post, May 23, 2018, Ashley Rowthorn, 
Director at Legacy Voice 



More on this topic. . . 

“When thinking about legacy giving, two areas of our 

brain light up — the precuneus and lingual gyrus. These 

are both found at the back of our brain and form part of 

our visual memory system. The precuneus is often known 

as the ‘mind’s eye’ and is used when taking a third-person 

perspective on oneself.” 
 

From Legacies, they’re nowt to do with thee!* Sofii 
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Dr. Russell James Thinks That . . . 

“Russell hypothesizes that legacy giving is essentially a 

‘visualized autobiography’ — a reflection on our life, 

our loves and our values; in choosing the people and 

nonprofits we want to pass our inheritance to we 

essentially write the final chapter in our life story.” 

 

From Legacies, they’re nowt to do with thee!* Sofii 
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What is a legacy letter/ethical will? 



 Ethical wills/legacy letters touch on 

• Who and what mattered   

• Beliefs and/or values 

• Love or admiration for family, friends, fellow 

members of a church or volunteer group 

• Hopes for future generations 

 



Where do ethical wills come from? 



Why write a legacy letter? 

Honor the past                    

 

                        

                       Capture the present 

 

 

Inform the future 
 



Take a walk down memory lane 



Start with three questions 



What format might a story take? 

• Letter 

• Video 

• Artwork 

• Musical number 

• Photo Book  



One can be 

Creative  



or traditional  



Who and what have mattered to me? 



Ties to Philanthropy/Fundraising? 

• Lead to discussion about organizations 

person contributed to and why. 

• Clarifying and listing one’s values can 

lead to connecting donor to NPO 

priorities and prompt a gift. 



Ties to Planned Giving? 

• Stewardship of donors who have already 
made planned gifts 

 

• Informing family members of the reasons why 
a donor chose to make a gift  

 

• Lead to a family legacy gift in honor/memory 
of the donor 



Example 

• First job with Penn State as a residence hall director at a 
campus 
 

• Years later returned to Penn State as a director of 
development. 
 

• Left and returned to Penn State again as a faculty member 
helping to develop and teach online Certificate Program in 
Fundraising Leadership.  

 
Where might I direct a portion of my estate? 

 



Is there anything that you want 
to do; 

 

That is important as an act of 
caring for others 

 

That you can do better through 
philanthropy than government 

or commerce; 

 



That enables you to identify with 
the fate of others,  

 
Express gratitude for blessings and  

 
Achieve deeper personal happiness, 
i.e., effectiveness and significance 

 
For yourself and others at the same 

time? 
 

Paul Schervish 

 
 

 



Resources 

• Creating a Photo Book for Seniors: Everything you need to create a 
professionally printed photo book. Visual Steps, Visual Steps.com (2011). 

 

• Ethical Wills: Putting Your Values on Paper, 2nd Ed., Barry Baines, M.D., 
2006 

 

• God and Your Stuff: The Vital Link Between Your Possessions and Your Soul, 
Wesley K. Wilmer & Martyn Smith, The Navigators, 2002. 
 

• Who Gets Grandma’s Yellow Pie Plate, University of Minnesota Extension. 

 

• Existential Dread and Planned Giving. Whaaaat?, Sophie W. Penney, 
Charity Channel, https://charitychannel.com/existential-dread-and-
planned-giving/ 
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Contact me . . . 
Sophie W. Penney 
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sophie@i5fundraising.com 

(814) 206-6731 
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525,600 Minutes 

 

 

Seasons of Love 

 

Rent  

https://video.search.yahoo.com/search/video?fr=mcafee&p=theme+song+from+rent#id=1&vid=17853b7dab1c72133207f9b7bf00a9d4&action=click



